Michelle seeks support for Danielle’s condition

TI{F_. did not pre-
Michelle Sibbons for

l.hc- first time she saw her
baby in the hospital nursery.

“1 was hit with a combin-
atlon of shock and grief for
what might happen to
Dandelle but I also immedi-
ately felt protective towards
her. "

Dandelle, who tums two in
November, was bormn with
mng!num melanocytic nae-

— @ rareé birth defect
whem large, dark, hairy birth-
marks cover the body.

The birthmarks make suf-
ferers highly susceptible to
melanomas and can be fatal
if they form on the brain or
spinal cord.

“We were most afrald that
what we saw would kil her.”®

Mr= Sibbons, of Seacombe
Hejghts, sald it took several
frightening days after
Danielle was born at the
Women's and Children's Hos-
pital to get a definite diag-
nosis on her condition.

“Most doctors have never
seen it before.”

About one im 500,000
babies are borm with nasvus
in the giant form Dandelle has

Mrz Sibbons and husband
Alan scoured the intermet for
information on the skin con-
dition. “The more we found
out, the worse it got.”

Al nine days old, Danlelle
had her first operation when
surgeons peeled layers of her
skcin off.

She had another aperation
two days later, and has since
had several more

During her search of the
intemet for up-to-date infor-
mation on the rare condition,
Mrs Sibbons came acr0ss an

=

Michelle Sibbons with daughter Danielle, who was bormn with the rare congenital melanocytic

naevus. Picture by Roger Wyman.
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Danlelle Sibbons before surgery.

American-based support
group for sufferers and their
families.

“I was immensely relleved
when we managed to get in

touch with other familles go-
ing through the same thing.

Three Australian families
who met through the
American-based group have

gince formed an Australian-
based organisation

Mrs Sibbons is trying to
organise a national meeting
of sufferers and thelr families
in Adelalde in January next
year,

She is secking sponsorship
or donations for the Big Bash,
which she hopes to hold in
the southwestern suburbs, to
help the families who already
face huge medical expenses,

(To help, contact the
Aussie Naevus Support
Fund, ' Department of
Soclal Work, Adelaide
Women's and Children’s Hos-
pital, 72 Willian Rd,
North Adelaide, 5008, or con-
tact Mrs Sibbons on
B288 30840, )
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